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this be true of the Brahmans themselves, it is more emphatically true of the peoples of India generally. While other once barbarous races have emerged from darkness, pressed forward into civilisation, and extended their researches into the arts and sciences in a mannei of which the old-world teachers and thinkers of the ancient civilisation of India could not have dreamed, her own peoples have stood still They have made no moral or intellectual advancement, they have been asleep throughout these ages As one travels about India one sees a strange mixture of civilisation and barbarism There are the remains of the old civilisation, not only in wonderful buildings and works of art, but also m the elaborate philosophies and laws which have come down thiough many ages But these remains are more like the empty walls or crumbling ruins of castles and palaces long deseited and falling into decay, while all around there is gross ignorance and darkness. A beautiful simple life is descubed as led by many of the people in the Indian Arcadia of olden times , and this is to be found in the villages of to-day That life is, however, generally chaiacterised by want of education ; and the conupt religion which has long held sway, has been characterised by practices which our civilisation regards as inhuman and compels the Government to put down with a strong hand.
It is very interesting even now to go to some of the tols or seminaries of Sanskrit learning and find the teachers and the students living together precisely the kind of life that is described m the old Sanskrit classics. I once spent a delightful day with the teachers and pupils of the great School of Sanskrit Learning at Navadwip I was most kindly received in the good old way as " the illustrious Model of all the Virtues," and they gave me their degree of " Ocean of Logic and Truth," and sent me on my way, after several hours of kindly fellowship, with words of encouragement regarding my work. It is interesting also to go to the indigenous village schools, where a Guru or religious preceptor gathers his pupils round him and teaches them sometimes a smattering of reading,